
Special points of interest: 

• Ask your student to 
teach you to do a sys-
tematic search using 
keywords. Discuss the 
results with your teen. 

• Have your teen take 
you to a “chat room” or 
have an IM session 
with them just to see 
how it is done.  

• Chat with your teen 
online, and stay in-
volved in their cyber-
life. 

 

A recent report from 
the Pew Internet & 
American Life Pro-
ject (http://
www.pewinternet.org) 
states that 87% of 
young people between 
12 and 17 use the 
Internet. More than 
half of them have 
created a “Blog”, a 
Web page, or have 
posted on-line origi-
nal art including pho-
tos, stories, or vid-
eos. Add to the mix a 

pervasive use of e-
mail, instant mes-
sages, and chat and it 
becomes clear that 
teens are using the 
Internet for commu-
nication purposes in a 
number of creative 
and evolving ways. 
However, because 
the Internet is a 
highly public means 
of communication 
teens as well as 
adults must know 
that what may have 

traditionally been 
shared privately in 
paper diaries and let-
ters, in face-to-face 
conversations, and in 
telephone calls may 
no longer be so pri-
vate.  

Communication on the ‘Net 

PETALUMA SECONDARY  
SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA 

TEACHERS 

Computers are essential 
pieces of electronic equipment 
in our teens’ lives ! 

January 2006 

The Good News... 
Teens are very good 
at using computers as 
tools to help them do 
well in school. They 
have had instruction 
in searching and for-

matting school papers 
from library profes-
sionals and other car-
ing adults.  However, 
teens are a bit naïve 
about their privacy 

and internet safety, 
so this publication 
may help parents to  
help students protect 
themselves while 
online.               
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The Internet provides a fo-
rum for powerful communica-
tion among friends, experts, 
and complete strangers. Here 
are a few of those forums 
defined and described.  
 
Web Page: A document on 
the World Wide Web that 
may include text, graphics, 
sound, and video. These docu-
ments are accessed with 
browser software such as 
Internet Explorer, Netscape, 
and others. Individuals can 
easily create their own per-
sonal Web pages with any 
number of simple template 
software programs, some of 
them free and accessible on 
the Web.  
 
Blog: The short form of ‘Web 
Log’, a publicly accessible 
Web page/journal that re-
flects a blogger’s particular 
interests and musings. Popu-
lar Web sites that allow for 
easy blog creation include 
MySpace, LiveJournal, Xanga, 
Blogger.Com, and Facebook. 
Blogs are usually updated 
daily and readers/viewers 
may add comments to them. 
On some blogs, comments can 
only be made by other blog 

members, some can be 
‘locked’ and available only to 
those given a password by 
the author; but most are 
public and can be read by 
anyone.  
 
E-mail: Electronic mail sys-
tems that use specific soft-
ware programs to send text 
files over communications 
networks to other e-mail us-
ers at specific e-mail ad-
dresses. E-mail groups and 
‘listservs’ have been created 
around special interests and 
topics. Only members who 
join these groups may read 
and participate in the e-mail 
discussions. 
Instant Message: The ability 
to communicate directly with 

others in real 
time using 
text- messag-
ing software. 
Computers 
with IM ser-
vices installed 
sound an alert 
so that users 

know when someone wishes to 
communicate/chat with them. 
Instant message communica-
tors can create ‘buddy lists’ 
where only the individuals on 

the lists may communicate 
with each other. 
 
Chat/Chat Rooms: Chat is 
what individuals do when they 
are ’talking’ to another per-
son online in real-time. One 
of the more common forms of 
chat is “IM”... and chat is 
what you do when instant 
messaging. Chat rooms are 
where sev-
eral indi-
viduals may 
chat simul-
taneously.  

Bulletin 
Boards are 
form of chat that involves 
posting messages  and the 
corresponding replies. Chat 
rooms and Bulletin Boards can 
be established among friends 
who know one another, or 
they can be established 
groups that provide a forum 
for people who share common 
interests such as music, 
games, and sports. There are 
thousands to choose from. 

Some Useful Internet Definitions 

“Computers need 
to be installed in 
a place where 
parents are able 
to monitor teens’ 
activity… there 
should be no 
cyber-secrets.”  

Many teens chat or 
IM their friends while 
doing homework. 



Teens spend more time 
using computers than 
watching TV. 
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Unfortunately, not everyone 
who enjoys the benefits of 
this new world of Internet 
driven communication is hon-
est and innocent. Child preda-
tors, molesters, and ‘hate 

mongers’ are using these 
same good communication ve-
hicles. Consequently all teens, 
children and adults should be 
conscious of the content that 
they post to their Web sites, 

blogs, e-mails, and chats. 
Teens should ask themselves, 
what kinds of unwanted so-
licitations are they inviting—
consciously or not?  

 

etc. You never know who 
might be ‘lurking’ and you 
never know if the strangers 
are in fact who they say 
they are. 

 
• Immediately end conversa-

tions in a chat room or 
other on-line forum if you 
feel uncomfortable. Trust 
your gut instincts—if it 
doesn’t feel right it proba-
bly isn’t. Tell an adult about 
the incident. 

 
• If you are being harassed 

or bullied on-line, don’t re-
ply. Report it to an adult. 

• Never create content that 

What can teens do to ensure 
that they don’t put them-
selves—and their friends—at 
risk? Here are guidelines to 
consider… 
 
• Never give out passwords 

to anyone—even ‘best 
friends’. You never know 
how they might accidentally 
be passed to others. 

 
• Never reveal in a chat room 

or other on-line forum per-
sonal information about 
yourself including your real 
name, names of family or 
friends, address, school, 
community, phone numbers, 

you would not want others 
to see—there is no privacy 
on the Internet. 

 

• Never agree to meet an on-
line stranger unless accom-
panied by an adult. Remem-
ber: someone you have met 
on-line is still a stranger. 

• Be careful when uploading 
pictures and videos of 
yourself and friends. They 
should not reveal personal 
information or cause em-
barrassment or harm. 

What Can Teens Do To Stay Safe? 

Risky Business 

Some websites, like “MySpace”, are restricted to teens over age 16… 
this is for a good reason; the topics discussed can be a bit adult in 
nature, and the Blogs are often unacceptable for school.  MySpace is 
blocked at the Petaluma City Schools level, it is not a site decision.  



Childnet International 
http://www.childnet-int.org/ 
 
For Younger Children: 
Wired Kids 
http://www.wiredkids.org/   
CyberSmart!  
http://www.cybersmart.org/home/  

 Ask your School Library Media Teacher 
for more information and more ideas to help 
keep your students safe in Cyberspace. 
 Visit the following Web sites for addi-
tional information about Internet safety.  
For Older Teens: 
I-Safe America  
http://www.i-safe.org/ 
 
The Incredible Internet  
http://www.incredibleinternet.com/qwest/ 
 
GetNetWise 
http://getnetwise.org/  

Librarians Reveal a World 
of Information 

Phone: 707-778-4795 
Fax: 707-778-4785 

200 Douglas Street 
Petaluma, CA 
94952-2575 

What Can Parents Do? 
The Internet, Web, Blogs, IM, Chat rooms, and other 
modes of electronic communication are here to stay 
and continually evolving. This new frontier of knowl-
edge, entertainment, and communication need not be 
frightening as long as we use it wisely and safely. 
 
� Talk with your children about appropriate uses 

of computers and the Internet and ask them to 
show you the kinds of Web sites they enjoy 
visiting and the kinds of interactive activities 
they engage in. 

� Encourage your children to learn how to effec-
tively use a search engine. 

� Stay informed on the latest trends in com-
puters and technology—the media as well as 
your children provide a wealth of information. 

� If your child reports being harassed on-line 
contact your Internet service provider or the 
Webmaster at the offending site. 

If your child uses a Web site such as MySpace, check 
its age limit. If your child is underage, contact the 

Web site to have the account revoked. 

Casa Grande High School 
Susan Thompson—LMT    778‐4934 
 
Kenilworth Junior High 
Connie Williams—LMT    778‐4719 
 
Petaluma High School 
Nancy Sieck—LMT     778‐4662 
 
Petaluma Junior High 

For More Information 


