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1 INTRODUCTION 
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This document is an Initial Study for the Petaluma Little League Fields Relo-
cation project prepared in accordance with Sections 15060 and 15070 of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  The associated 
Negative Declaration is available as a separate document.  The proposed pro-
ject calls for the relocation of current Petaluma Little League facilities located 
at Carter Field to Petaluma Junior High School.  The proposed project is in-
tended to provide suitable Little League facilities to replace those lost at 
Carter Field, on the former Kenilworth Junior High School site, due to the 
selling of that property by the school district to finance the construction of a 
new, replacement Kenilworth Junior High School.  The Petaluma Joint Un-
ion High School is the lead agency for this project under CEQA. Required 
approvals include environmental review certification and approval of the pro-
ject by the School District Board of Education. This document contains the 
following sections: 

♦ Part 1 is this introduction. 

♦ Part 2 Initial Study.  This portion of the document contains the Initial 
Study, which is organized into the following major sections: 

 
2.1  Project Description, which provides a detailed description of the 
proposed project.  

 
2.2  Environmental Checklist, which summarizes anticipated impacts 
from the proposed project and determines that a Negative Declara-
tion is appropriate for the project.   
 
2.3  Explanation of Checklist Findings, which provides explanations of 
the environmental checklist responses.  Each item in the checklist is 
discussed at a level of detail appropriate to the potential for signifi-
cant adverse effects.  

♦ Part 3 References lists informational sources used to complete this Initial 
Study. 

♦ Appendices, which contain technical analyses used to develop this Initial 
Study.  
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2 INITIAL STUDY 
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This Initial Study has been prepared by Design, Community & Environment, 
in conjunction with Crane Transportation Group, CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engi-
neering Group, Miller Pacific Engineering Group and Illingworth & Rodkin, 
for the Petaluma Joint Union High School District to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the proposed Little League relocation project.  This 
analysis is intended to satisfy the requirements of the California Environ-
mental Quality Act, and provide the school district with adequate informa-
tion for project review.  This Initial Study includes a project description, en-
vironmental checklist and discussion focused on issues identified in the check-
list. 
 
As part of the Initial Study preparation, a traffic analysis was completed by 
Crane Transportation Group,  a noise analysis by Illingworth and Rodkin, a 
geotechnical report by Miller Pacific Engineering Group, and a hydrological 
study by CSW/Stuber-Stroeh.  The Initial Study was based on the data pro-
vided in these studies, as well as the location of the project, field review, in-
terviews with the school district and Little League representatives, and use of 
city planning documents.  
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1. Project Title 
Little League Relocation Project 
 
2. Lead Agency 
Petaluma Joint Union High School District 
200 Douglas Street 
Petaluma, California 94952  
 
3. Contact Person and Phone Number 
Steve Bolman, Deputy Superintendent 
707-778-4621 
 
4. Project Location 
Petaluma Junior High School 
700 Bantam Way 
Petaluma, CA 94952 
 
5. Project Sponsor 
Petaluma Joint Union High School District 
 
6. City of Petaluma General Plan Designation 
School District (SD) 
 
7. City of Petaluma Zoning Designation 
R-1 6,500 SFR 
 
8. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required 
None 
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d. Drainage Facilities 
The project does not propose to change the drainage pattern of the project.  
The existing drainage canal along the southern and western edge of the recrea-
tional fields will remain in its current condition without any improvements.  
However, the site has been designed using Best Management Practices that 
help reduce the flow of water quality constituents from the site by using 
permeable surfaces, crushed gravel parking areas, and directing runoff into 
grassy swales.  In addition, the project will include the preparation and im-
plementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan that utilizes Best 
Management Practices to regulate the impacts from the construction of the 
project.   
 
3. Proposed Use Characteristics 
Implementation of the proposed project would create more intense usage of 
the recreational fields by improving the available facilities and relocating the 
Little League scheduled games, which are currently held at Carter Field on 
Kenilworth Drive in Petaluma, to the proposed site.  The following provides 
a description of the anticipated use of the redeveloped playing fields. 
 
a. School Use 
The PJHS would continue to utilize the playing fields during school hours for 
P.E. classes.  School based activities would be similar to those that currently 
occur.  Since the field drainage would be improved with the implementation 
of the project, it is anticipated that the school will be able to use the field 
more often, especially during the rainy season.    
 
In addition, the fall, after-school soccer program would continue, though it is 
not anticipated that this would increase in intensity from what currently oc-
curs.  The high school baseball teams would not continue to practice at PJHS 
since the renovated baseball fields would be developed to Little League regula-
tions, which are different than those used for high school players. 
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b. Non-School Use 
During the fall and summer seasons, it is anticipated that current levels of 
activity would remain the same for the playing fields.  Informal PYSL prac-
tices would continue in the fall after the school’s after-school soccer program 
finishes.  Other informal community use of the fields, such as “pick up” 
games would also occur when the fields are available throughout the year. 
 
Spring would be when there would be the greatest increase in usage of the 
renovated playing field since official Little League games and practices would 
occur on the new baseball fields.  The following provides more information 
regarding the anticipated operations of the Little League games. 
 
i. Little League Team Composition and Parking Patterns 
Each Little League team has an average of 12 children per team, though the 
range can be between nine to 13 children per team.  Each team has one adult 
manager and two adult coaches.  Many of the adult members have a child on 
the team.  The younger (minor) teams are organized by geographic area to 
facilitate carpooling, while the older teams are based on skill level.  Generally 
there is less than one car parked per player due to carpooling and since some 
children are dropped off by their parents.  Based on observations of games at 
Carter Field and based on conversations with the Little League, there would 
be an average of 12 cars parked per team during games and 14 on the week-
end, which includes people watching the team play.  The highest number of 
cars is on opening day.  Weekends also have a higher number of cars parked 
than week games since guests are more likely to attend a weekend game.  The 
Little League is planning on requiring drivers to park in the PJHS parking 
lots and drop-off and picking-up children at the new parking lot as a require-
ment of participation in the Little League program. 
 
ii. Little League Schedule 
Based on the current Little League schedule and conversations with represen-
tatives from the Little League, Little League would utilize the ballfields most 
intensely Monday through Saturday when games start in March.  The season 
would continue into June.  Prior to March, some of the older teams may use 
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the fields for practice after school and on Saturday.  In June and July, if the 
Little League hosts the league tournament, the fields would continue to be 
used for practices and for league play.  The following provides more detail on 
the Little League season. 
 
iii. Preseason (February and March) 
Prior to the official start of Little League season, some of the teams will use 
the fields for team practices.  Typically there would only be one team practic-
ing on each field, for a maximum of three teams on site at one time.  During 
the week, there would only be one practice per field, so the maximum would 
be three teams (approximately 36 children and nine adults) on the field. 
 
iv. Regular Season (March to June) 
During regular season, games will be held Monday through Saturday.  While 
Little League does not schedule games on Sundays, there may be games held 
on a few Sundays during the season if there is a need for make-up games to 
replace games that were canceled due to weather.  For example, there are 
Sunday games scheduled at Carter Field for the 2006 season since there were 
unusual amounts of rain in March and April which resulted in the cancella-
tion of over a month of games.  However, this would not be considered a 
normal occurrence since 2006 resulted in record rain fall late in the season. 
 
When games are held on Monday through Friday, there will be one game per 
each of the three baseball fields (the two Little League and one tee ball field), 
beginning around 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the evening.  There will be two 
teams per field, for a total of six teams, which would result in approximately 
72 children and 18 adults on the fields.  Based on an average of 12 parked cars 
per team, there would be approximately 72 parked cars associated with week-
night games. 
 
Saturdays would be the time of the most intensive use of the fields since there 
would be multiple games played at each of the three fields, for about a total of 
12 games.  The current Carter Field schedule has games beginning at 9 a.m. 
and ending around 4.30 p.m., once the last game ends.  Due to the location of 
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Carter Field adjacent to the Petaluma Speedway, the Little League has sched-
uled weekend games in a tighter schedule to end earlier to avoid the noise of 
the car races.  At the proposed site, the games would still begin around 9 a.m., 
but could last longer to provide more spacing between games to reduce the 
number of people on site at one time. 
 
On Saturdays, the most intensive period would occur around noon to 1 p.m. 
when there would be the potential for all three fields to be in use, while the 
teams that will be playing next on the fields have already arrived.  This would 
only occur if the first games ran late, since there is usually spacing between 
games to allow for the first players to leave while the next group arrives.  The 
very worst case would be if there would six teams on the fields with the next 
six teams waiting, which would result in approximately 144 children and 36 
coaches, with approximately 168 cars.  However, more likely would be if 
only two of the games ran over, since the tee-ball is a timed game verses based 
on innings, resulting in a total of 10 teams, with 120 children and 30 coaches 
and 140 cars. 
 
v. Tournaments (June and July) 
On occasion, the local Little League hosts Little League tournaments.  This 
would not occur every year.  During the month of June, once regular season 
ended, the local teams that were entered into the tournament would continue 
to use the fields for regular practice.  There would only be four teams practic-
ing at that time during the week, so there would only be about 12 to 15 games 
played each week, less than would occur during the regular season.  These 
practice games would occur even if the tournament was not held on-site since 
the local teams will need to practice for the tournament. 
 
In July, the tournament would be held on-site over a seven to 10-day period.  
Only one to two of the fields would be used at one time.  There would be a 
maximum of four games per day, for a total of eight teams on the fields.  
There would be Sunday games during the tournament.  There would most 
likely be an increase in the number of people watching the game, so there 
might be an increase in the number of cars per team parked on-site, but the 
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total number would still be the same or less than during regular season since 
there would be fewer games held at one time. 
 


