




National Assessment of Educational Progress 
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a nationally representative assessment of what America's 
students know and can do in various subject areas. Assessments are conducted periodically in mathematics, reading, science, 
writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, and U.S. history. Student scores for reading and mathematics are reported as 
performance levels (i.e., basic, proficient, and advanced) and the participation of students with disabilities (SD) and English 
language learners (ELL) is reported based on three levels (identified, excluded, and assessed). Detailed information regarding 
the NAEP results for each grade, performance level, and participation rate can be found on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress Web page at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/. 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
Reading and Mathematics Results – All Students 

This table displays the scale scores and achievement levels on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
Results for Reading in 2007 and Mathematics in 2009 for grades four and eight. 

Average Scale Score Percent Achievement Level Subject and        Grade 
Level State National Basic Proficient Advanced 

Reading 2007, Grade 8 251 261 41 20 2 

Mathematics 2009, Grade 8 270 282 36 18 5 
 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
Reading and Mathematics Results for Students with Disabilities and/or 

English Language Learners 

State Participation Rate National Participation Rate  
Subject and Grade Level Students with 

Disabilities 
 
English 
Learners 

Students with 
Disabilities 

 
English 
Learners 

Reading 2007, Grade 8 78 92 66 77 

Mathematics 2009, Grade 8 85 96 78 92 
 
Notes about NAEP and CST:  
Only a sample group of California's schools and districts participate in the NAEP testing cycle. Therefore, students in any 
particular school or district may not be included in these results. The NAEP reflects state test results and is not reflective of 
either the LEA or the individual school.  
Comparisons of student performance on the NAEP and student performance on the Standardized Testing and Reporting 
(STAR) Program assessments cannot be made without an understanding of the key differences between the two assessment 
programs. For example, the NAEP only assesses grades four, eight and twelve and for long-term trends assesses grades nine, 
thirteen, and seventeen. Additionally, the NAEP only provides state test results for grades four and eight.  
The California Standards Tests (CSTs) are based on a different set of standards than the NAEP assessments. For example, 
the NAEP is not aligned with California academic content and achievement standards and, therefore, does not necessarily 
reflect the curriculum and instruction to which students are exposed in the classroom.  
The NAEP assesses reading and writing separately, while the CSTs assess English-language arts (ELA), encompassing 
reading as well as writing conventions, spelling, and grammar.  
Scores on the CSTs and other assessments are not directly comparable to those on NAEP. The averages and percentages 
presented are estimates based on samples of students rather than on entire populations. Finally, the questions students 
respond to are only a sample of the knowledge and skills covered by the NAEP frameworks.  
Information on the differences between NAEP and CST is at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/nr. 
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